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A preneature 404 (c) determination effectively probibiting niining in the area wonld disproportionately impact rural
residents and Alaska Natives. Approximately 70 percent of area residents are Alaska Native (2009).
Seventeen percent fall below the poverty level (2008), The area has seen an 18 percent population
decline in the last ten years. Knowing of your keen interest in the effects of EPA decisions on
disadvantaged populations, we hope youwould take into account that a 404(c) decision to preclude
mining in this economically depressed region would abruptly and conclusively deny area residents
any opportunity to avail themselves of the benefits they might seck from responsible mining.

The intended purpose and true ntility of the 404(c) process is in addressing actual or imminent adverse effects where the
NEPA and permit processes have failed or where thete 15 reason to behieve that they will fail. In essence,
the 404(c) process is best used as a backstop for the other applicable provisions of Section 404,
including application of the 404(b)(1) guidelines and the interagency coordination and dispute
resolution procedures developed pursuant to 404(q). There is no purpose or advantage to initiating
the process now.

For these reasons, I firmly believe initiating a 404(c) process would be ill-advised and potentially
contrary to our shared goal of protecting area resources. I would appreciate your taking our
concetns into account. If there is anything else we can do to assist you, please contact my office at

907-465-3500.
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